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Budget cut looms for GEAR-UP

see Page 3
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The UTPA women’s golf
spring season officially tees off
Monday in Bryan. The Lady
Broncs are coming off an
immensely successful fall season where they placed first in
two consecutive tournaments.
Coach Barb Odale explains
what it’s going to take to reach
the NCAA Division I National
Championship in May behind a
squad that broke 300 for the
first time in program history last
semester. See Page 16

By NAYELLY BARRIOS
The Pan American
In the late hours of last
Wednesday night, strangers
invaded The University of TexasPan American campus in an
attempt to plaster their trademark
on UTPA property.
Thursday morning around 8
a.m. security guard Danny Cantu,
who is also a freshman criminal
justice major, first spotted the
graffiti while performing his
morning duties.
“I called the police department to come by to make the
report on it,” Cantu said. “It’s all
over campus. It started over by
the university center and ended
by the health and physical education building. There are some
hidden areas over by the walkway around the University Center
right behind the wall. CAS had

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

See GRAFFITI page 11

Technological act benefits computer
and engineering students at UTPA
Hunter S. Thompson,
known for his great political
writing, was also known as a
“highly intoxicated” man who
led a hard life. He pioneered
the form of New Journalism
along with Tom Wolfe or as he
dubbed it “gonzo journalism,”
where the journalist/ writer
made himself a character in
the assigned story.
On Feb. 20, Thompson
was found dead at his
Colorado home from a selfinflicted gunshot wound to the
head.
Thompson is best known
for his famous novel, turned
movie, “Fear and Loathing in
Las Vegas.”
He was one of the most
influential “political junkies” of
the 1970s and recently finished a collection of his sports
writing, “Hey Rube: Blood
Sport, the Bush Doctrine and
the Downward Spiral of
Dumbness: Modern History
from the Sports Desk.”

F e b r u a r y 24 , 2 0 0 5

By CLAUDETTE GONZALES
The Pan American
In recent years, the Texas economy has shifted from its traditional
focus on agriculture, and oil and gas
production, to high technology
industries such as electrical engineering and
computer
science.
To date, this
shift has not
been reflected
by an increase
in the number
of electrical
engineering and
computer science
majors graduating from Texas
universities.
Without this
corresponding
increase in
graduates,
the
growth of
the Texas economy
is restricted.
In May 2001, in response to
industry requests for more electrical

engineering and computer science
graduates from Texas universities,
the 77th Texas Legislature and the
governor passed the Technology
Workforce Development Act.
The act formed the Technology
Workforce Development Grants
program, which provides funds to
computer science and electrical
engineering programs at Texas universities through a combined effort,
involving both the Legislature and
high-tech corporations such as
Hewlett-Packard,
Intel,
and
Motorola.
“The Technology Workforce
Development Grants program is a
dual initiative between government
and industry,” said Reinold
Cornelius, program director of
research for the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board,
which administers the TWD Grants
program.
He added, “Industry competitors are coming together in a sort of
altruistic way and pooling their
resources to produce results.”
Richard Fowler, of the
Department of Computer Science at
The University of Texas-Pan

See GRANT page 11

Homecoming 2005

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

Students from various organizations and clubs nominated thier
own to vie for the title of Bronc king
and queen. School spirit reigned
true on Feb. 19 as the UTPA
Homecoming King and Queen were
officially crowned in the Fieldhouse
while hundreds of bronc fans
cheered. The UTPA Broncs defeated Central Baptist College 79-69.

See Page 12.
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Networking Social
UTPA Visitors Center
6-8 p.m.
Coffehouse:
Featuring Johnny Walker
Student Union Food Court
7 - 9 p.m.

Feb. 28
Career Day presents:
Rear Adm. Jose Luis
Betancourt Jr.
Student Union Theatre
5-6 p.m.

2005 U.S. Navy College
Tour
presents Inspector and
Akwid
Behind UTPA Fieldhouse
11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
32nd Annual Career Day
UTPA Fieldhouse
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

UPB Movie: Collateral
Student Union Theatre
4-7 p.m.
Valley Symphony
Orchestra and Chorale
Fine Arts Auditorium
8 p.m.

March 1

Pool Tournament
Student Union Game Room
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
HUERTA

UTPA presents:
Dolores Huerta
Student Union
Theatre
6 p.m.

Study Abroad Meeting Guanajuato, Mexico
COAS 181, noon

March 3
“Meet your UTPA
Broncs” Basketball Team
Student Union Patio
noon - 1 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
To the Editor,
I read the article Right of Way, by Dulce
Gonzalez, and I was shocked as to what EPD Sgt.
Jaime Rosa stating it was a Class C misdemeanor. The first thing that came to my mind
was. Whose son was he? The mayor’s? The
Hidalgo County Judge? An EPD officer’s? I feel
the driver got off easy in this matter and deserves
a harsher punishable penalty than just a $500
fine. I feel the driver needs his drivers license

revoked for three + years, to pay all medical
expenses for the victim’s hospitalization, and
more importantly SERVE TIME to reflect what
he did.
Accidents don’t happen because of “hustle
and bustle,” it happens because people are NEGLIGENT. When people are negligent, accidents
will happen!
In a matter of student safety, I believe speed
bumps should be placed on all approaching
crosswalks throughout the UTPA campus for

pedestrian safety.
Somehow, I have this feeling the driver was
using a cell phone when this terrible accident
happened. I seriously hope I’m wrong on this
one. I really do!
Juan Flores
English major, sophomore
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Bush budget has no room for GEAR UP
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
Since 1999, GEAR UP has
helped low-income students further
their education. However, this and
other programs now face the threat
of being cut under President Bush’s
2006 budget proposal to Congress.
President Bush proposed in the
fiscal year 2006 budget to the U.S.
Congress to eliminate 48 federal
education programs, from which
GEAR UP receives the fifth largest
amount of funding. According to the
U.S. Department of Education Web
site, this move will free nearly $4.3
billion for higher-priority programs.
The Rio Grande GEAR UP
Alliance has three main partnerships,
The University of Texas-Pan
American, Region One Education
Service Center and the University of
Te x a s - B r o w n s v i l l e - Te x a s

Southmost. The UTPA GEAR UP Si
se Puede! Partnership alone helps
more than 7,000 students succeed in
college. The three alliances combined help more than 20,000 students.
According to Cindy Valdez,
GEAR UP interim director, the program offers many services that students need and shouldn’t be deprived
of.
“Without GEAR UP we would
lose the funding to provide college
tutors, college visits, job shadow
opportunities, leadership training,
cultural education and exposure,”
Valdez said. “Also access to technology, parent education, teacher trainings, Concurrent Enrollment, materials and supplies, etc…to lose just a
few mentioned above is truly devastating.”
But according to the U.S.
Education Department officials,

GEAR UP’s efficiency is hard to
prove.
C. Todd Jones, the department’s
senior budget adviser, said on the
organization’s Web site that GEAR
UP’s mission of preparing students
for higher education is too narrow
and that its long term goals can’t be
measured.
GEAR UP officials defend the
cause and insist the program delivers
excellent results.
In a GEAR UP press release,
Hector Garza, president of the
National Council for Community
and
Education
Partnerships
(NCCEP), wrote that the program’s
elimination would be a mistake
given its outstanding track record
and explained why.
“If GEAR UP is eliminated, our
nation will dismantle hundreds of
meaningful community and educa-

For Post Secondary Education
$250 million as part of the New High School Assessments
$33 million enhancement for Pell Grant Funding
$50 million for Math and Science Scholars Program
$125 million for Community College Access Grants
Programs Bush wants to terminate
Vocational Education State Grants
Educational Technology State Grants
TRIO Upward Bound
Gear Up (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for
UndergraduatePrograms)
Even Start
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities State Grants

See BUDGET page 12

Recruitment results
Tours, scouting

Source: U.S. Department of Education

New student IDs ready
for fall implementation
By KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American

entice students
to attend UTPA
By RAUL CERVANTES
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American is a growing institution,
and to find and retain quality students, recruitment is becoming a
more important priority on campus.
With 17,000 students and the expectation that the enrollment figure will
continue to expand in coming years,
finding new students is a vital part
of University business.
Recruitment at UTPA is focused
on students of all ages and nationalities, and even takes into consideration athletic ability in some cases.
The Office of New Student and
Visitor Services is in charge of
recruiting students from all over
South Texas and Northern Mexico
border region.
According to Veronica Villarreal,
an administrative clerk for the
office, three recruiters cover an area
as far north as Bishop and Corpus
Christi, and as far into Mexico as
Reynosa,
Matamoros
and
Monterrey.
The recruiters speak to high

Expenditures and cuts
2006 Budget Proposal

Daniela Resendez/The Pan American

RECRUITMENT - Eduardo Rodriguez, freshman drama major, gets
ready to give the next recruitment tour at the Visitors Center.
school students and counselors to
get them interested, giving them
information about the application
process and financial aid. They try
to give an interesting portrayal of
the university and show students
how to make a successful transition
from high school to UTPA.
“We try to be the link from high
school to college,” said Villarreal.
Once students are interested,
tours of the campus help potential
students decide whether they want

to apply or enroll at UTPA. Delia
Burnett is the tour coordinator for
New Student and Visitor Services.
All age groups that want to tour the
campus are herresponsibility: the
high school students and elementary groups.
“We try to take away the element
of the unknown with the tours,” said
Burnett. “The children always make
a connection with the university.”
The University gives tours to

See RECRUITMENT page 12

A new semester usually means
a new sticker for students, but the
sticker will soon be a thing of the
past.
A small sticker on the back of a
University of Texas-Pan American
identification card has been
updated each semester. By fall
2005, however, a new system will
be ready to replace the outdated
way of keeping track of student
information.
As the enrollment at UTPA
rapidly continues to grow, so does
the campus technology.
Currently, students must go
every semester to get a new sticker on their ID if they want to have
access to various University activities including the gym, racquetball courts and all intramural
sports. IDs are also required for
admission into Bronc basketball
and baseball games.
Jerry Price, dean of students,
explained the difference between
the old and new cards.
“The new ID cards will have
magnetic strips that indicate the
student’s information such as their
ID number, classification,” Price
said. “We want to use this method
rather than the paper stickers on
the back because it is easier to
keep up to date.”
Mary Garza, a junior business

major, said, “It’s usually a hassle
for us to have to go in and put new
stickers on our cards every semester, so this new idea seems a lot
better.”
The modern update to the system means that each event or
venue requiring a student ID must
implement card readers that can
read the magnetic strip containing
all student information.
The new system is indicative
of the University’s initiative to
stay up-to-date with the growing
population of UTPA and the fast
pace of modern technology.
Students in general seem to be in
favor of the new system and agree
that it would be much easier to
use and access.
“I agree with the new system,
since usually we are in a hurry,
and this would be a lot faster,”
said Justin Falcon, a sophomore
engineering major.
Price wants to be able to give
new students this form of ID when
they first attend orientation this
fall, so that they feel more a part
of the university community.
Price added that they are looking at a system that can later be
used as an ATM card, or that can
be used for discounts with local
vendors.
“While we are not ready to do
that yet, we want a system that
down the road would be able to
accommodate that,” Price said.

HEATLTH N E W S
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Meningitis vaccinations recommended to all residents
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
With college freshmen who
live in dormitories being six
times more likely than others to
contract meningitis, a new vaccination has been recommended by
a government panel, to help save
lives.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), meningitis is an infection in the fluids
of a person’s spinal cord and the
fluid surrounding the brain.
Rick Gray, director of Student
Health Services (SHS) at The
University
of
Texas-Pan
American, explained that meningitis is transmitted when people
exchange saliva, such as by kissing or sharing drinking containers, eating utensils or toothbrushes. Another way to be
exposed is by coming into contact with respiratory or throat
secretions of an infected person.
College freshmen have the coun-

What is meningitis?
It is an infection of the fluid of a person's spinal cord and the
fluid that surrounds the brain.
Meningitis Symptoms:
Fever
Headache
Skin rash
Vomiting
Stiff neck
Confusion
Sensitivity to light
Lethargy
Seizures
Source: Rick Gray or CDC.gov

try’s highest rate of the disease at
5.1 cases per 100,000, according
to CDC. The new vaccine,
Menactra, is effective for more
than eight years, while the old
vaccine only lasted three to five.

“Living in close, crowded
conditions such as a dorm
increases the risk of spreading
any infection,” Gray said.
Although UTPA has not had a
case of meningitis in recent

years, parents and students are
provided information on the disease and the vaccination is available for $65 at SHS.
“We work very closely with
Student Health Services to educate all residents about the precautions that need to be taken in
regards to meningitis, tuberculosis and other viruses,” said Chad
Martin, director of residence life.
“At the moment, I am not aware
of any case of meningitis ever
being reported at Valley universities.”
Sarah Guardiola, a senior
majoring in graphic design,
works at the UTPA dorms and
that although she is not a freshman she is still worried about
contracting meningitis.
“I deal with so many different
people on a day to day basis
being a staff member at the
Women’s Dorm. It puts me at a
higher risk than others,”
Guardiola said.
Martin explained that there

has been no change in the number of meningitis cases reported
nationwide, but the disease
should be taken seriously.
“The recommendation from
CDC comes only following the
approval of a new vaccine.
Meningitis cases remain remote
at best,” Martin said. “This does
not mean that we are not serious
about the safety of our students.
We continue to educate all of our
students yearly and encourage
responsible healthy living.”
Fever, headache, skin rash,
vomiting, stiff neck, confusion,
sensitivity to light, lethargy, and
seizures are some of the symptoms of meningitis, explained
Gray.
“It is the responsibility of
each resident and student to take
suitable measures to protect
themselves with appropriate vaccinations,” Martin said.
According to the CDC,
although the disease is rare and

See MENINGITIS page 12

Bad procedures
always a risk in
plastic surgery
By JESSICA MUNIZ
The Pan American
Never judge a book by its cover,
or so the old saying goes.
With the population of parts of
the world aging, and skin losing its
ability to reproduce natural collagen due to extensive sun exposure,
many people are seeking beauty
tips that could potentially make
their skin look younger and healthier.
On the other hand, these
attempts to reverse the natural
aging process may do more harm
than good if the procedure is not
performed by a professional cosmetic surgeon.
“The person has to have gone
through a training program, passed
all written examinations that are
required to specialize in his field,
not to mention being certified by
the board to practice,” explained
Dr. Ali Serif, a certified plastic surgeon at North Point Surgical
Center in Edinburg.
With one Texas woman recently
convicted of felony charges for
practicing medicine without a
license, the problem of medical
fraud is a frightening but very real
possibility. This particular professional was supposed to be injecting
collagen, but was actually injecting
mineral oil, allegedly causing
deformity, scarring and extensive
pain to her patients.

News reports said she was fined
$4,000 and is facing up to 20 years
in prison.
Still, the boom of plastic surgeons in South Texas is on and
there are numerous facilities that
offer all kinds of plastic surgery.
Many customers seem satisfied
with home service, as one physical
therapist from McAllen said. She
explained that she feels safe about
having her injections every year
and the doctor who visits her house
never leaves her disappointed.
However, it is not always a
happy ending. Another patient,
who wished to remain anonymous,
explained that after she had a collagen injection, she had a very
uncomfortable feeling, as the doctor she used was not licensed in the
United States.
“My experience was very
uncomfortable and quite painful. I
would never do it again because it
is not a chance I would like to take
again,” she said. “I would not recommend anyone to have a collagen
procedure unless the doctor was a
professional and was licensed by
the United States Board.”
She added: “Overall it is not a
wise decision because the chances
of the procedure going wrong may
occur and there is not much you
can do about it.”
Josephine Fernandez, an art
major and former student at the
University of Texas-Pan American,

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

is strongly against anyone having a
procedure done by someone who
does not have a license.
The student also claimed that in
the past years she has had some
plastic surgery done to her nose,
mainly due to health problems.
“I can understand why many
people would want to enhance the
beauty on their outside, but many
people need to know who is practicing on them,” said Fernandez.
“I would suggest the patient be
interested to make sure she or he
has done some kind of research on
his or her doctor and make sure
they are licensed by the state,” she

said.
Serif, agrees, and strongly discourages anyone seeking medical
surgery outside a professional
facility.
“First of all, it is not sanitary for
an individual to receive any type of
surgery or medical assistance outside a professional facility for
many reasons, such as infections
occurring if proper material is not
used,” he said.
He went on to explain that there
is a risk of uncertified professionals using equipment that is not sanitized and could be contaminated
with bacteria.

“The environment has to be
sanitized in order to prevent infections or any other side effects that
are harmful to the patients,” he
said.
Serif said this was important for
various reasons.
“Individuals who seek plastic
surgery or any type of cosmetic
surgery outside of a professional
facility should be concerned with
the risk of causing an infection if
proper medical gloves are not
being used, not to mention they
need to have proof that the doctor
is certified by the board, and experienced,” Serif said.

February 24, 2005
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Attorney Godinez is added to list of hopefuls
By KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The race for McAllen mayor continues
to develop as the list of contenders increases. Four hopefuls are now competing for
one of the most important positions to be
filled in the Rio Grande Valley this year.
Along with Gary Rodriguez and Othal
Brand, there is another horse in the race.
Ric Godinez, 38, is a McAllen City
Commissioner and
local attorney who
was born in San
Antonio, but raised
in McAllen. He
attended McAllen
Memorial
High
School and later
received his BBA in
finance from The
University
of
Te x a s - A u s t i n .
Godinez went on to
law school and
GODINEZ
received his degree
in 1992, and began practicing law shortly
after.
The Godinez family has a long history
of service to the community, and he
explained that his parents always told him
that he needed to be a part of a community.
“Don’t just live there, get involved and

serve,” Godinez said of their advice.
His grandfather was one of the first
Hispanic physicians in the Valley. His
father was also a physician and his mother
was involved with the McAllen School
Board.
But what motivated Godinez to run for
office? A huge commitment, no doubt.
“This election is one of the most important elections we have had in a long time,”
he said.
“I have a vision to enhance the quality
of life as we continue to honor the sound
financial principles that are also pro-business and continue to make McAllen a very
strong leader in South Texas and a strong
community,” Godinez said. The city has
over 115,000 people and is at the fore of
development in the area.
In the last four years he assisted in creating The Heart of the City, a project
focusing on historical neighborhoods and
older downtown areas of McAllen, while
at the same time seeking growth in the
Trenton Road area.
Godinez added that McAllen now has
more parks than ever before. He feels that
a partnership with the school district
would be a positive one.
When Godinez was asked how he would
plan to involve University of Texas-Pan
American students and young adults of the
community, he said, “If you look at the
demographics of those that vote, it is

amazing that we as a community have one
of the youngest voting communities in the
nation. Unfortunately, the younger voting
community is not coming out to vote as
much as we would like to see.”
Godinez believes that regardless of
what political party one belongs to, he
would like to see young Republicans and
young Democrats come together. He said
working as a unit is key.
“We speak non-partisan on how we can
make our community a better place,
together,” he said. “My thought is that you
are going to inherit what decisions we
make, so come out and be involved.”
Godinez hopes for a positive partnership with UTPA that will enhance the education of the Valley’s youth. He would
like to sit with the leaders of UTPA and
young college students involved in leadership as well.
Another of the areas Godinez said
needs attention is keeping the crime rate
down in the Valley. He pointed out that
while McAllen is one of the largest cities
in the area, it is also one of the lowest in
crime rate. He attributed that to the fine
leadership of the Police Department under
Victor Rodriguez.
Godinez also said that he is concerned
with the recent trouble in Mexico, and he
spoke personally to Reynosa’s new mayor,
Cabeza de Vaca about the city’s problems.
Both hope to keep the partnership working

to keep drug problems under control.
“If we don’t attack the problems on
both sides of the border, then the problem
over there (Reynosa) could spill over to
our side,” he said.
Godinez said that while his predecessor, Leo Montalvo, did many good things
in the past, it was different back then. He
feels that his leadership on the commission
has brought more innovative and modern
ideas to the table. Voters need to see that
the best leader is one that can take
McAllen to the future with current and
innovative ideas, taking the city to the next
level.
“One of the examples is the successful
Heart of the City project that took four
years from its inception and planning
stages to the success it is today,” he said.
“Therefore, you can see that it is not what
you can do today and one year from now, it
is about who can be here for much longer
to see long-range projects until they are
successful.”
Mike Lopez, local attorney at law,
stated that he thought Godinez was a great
man who had moral character and one
whom he has learned a lot from.
“I think he has done an excellent job as
a father, an attorney and city commissioner,” Lopez said. “Hopefully the citizens of
McAllen will vote him for mayor, because
I know he would do an excellent job with
that as well.”

Workplace atmosphere determines success
By JESSICA MUNIZ
The Pan American
In the business world, management and
employees ideally work in unison so that an
institution or company can operate smoothly. Communication is the key to make the
system go, and a positive, healthy environment is also vital.
In every job setting there are rules and
regulations that must be followed in order to
ensure
a
professional
atmosphere.
Employees should also maintain respect for
each other in order to eliminate a potential
problem: workplace negativity.
Studies have shown that if individuals go
to work with a positive attitude and follow
the workplace policies, companies will generally have a healthy working environment.
Conversely, negativity spreads throughout
the workplace if allowed to fester.

“I think coming into a
positive working
environment with a great
attitude is very imporant
for you.”
-Blake Armstrong,
UTPA psychology professor
“Attitude Determines Altitude,” is the
motto of Star Operators, Inc., whose president is James Keller.
“Within the business world there must be
a purpose for passion in working with whatever you’re doing,” Keller said. “Keeping
the right attitude is the best thing for every
employee to consider and take into action.

Come to work with a smile and the joy will
spread.”
Tara Hinojosa, a senior dance major at
The University of Texas-Pan American,
works part time for Keller. She said she is
very pleased to be learning under his wing.
“Every day I come to work, I feel appreciated and encouraged by my boss,”
Hinojosa said. “I am glad to work with a
man who is so faithful to his job and treats
all his employees with respect; it truly has
made my working experience a blessing.”
Blake Armstrong, a part-time psychology
professor at UTPA, said that when management appreciates the staff and treats them
with respect, it is a lot easier to enjoy the
job.
“I think coming into a positive working
environment with a great attitude is very
important for you, and the effect is that the
majority of your co-workers’ spirits will be
uplifted,” said Armstrong, speaking about
what a positive working environment can
do.
That mutual respect between management and employees goes a long way
toward constructing a winning work combination.
“In any business, despite your position,
being treated with respect and the set policies being practiced and taken seriously can
make any employee job more comfortable
and less stressful,” Armstrong added.
Carolyn Hannah, supervisor of the Math
Learning Center, explained that in a tutoring
environment, students who seek assistance
should be able to come into a positive comfortable place. She emphasized that she
wants students to come and feel comfortable
instead of being scared to ask questions.
“I require all the student tutor

employees to not just meet the qualifications, but I also look for patience in our
young employees,” Hannah said.
Nagham Alatrash, a pre-pharmacy major
and work-study student at the center, is very
pleased with her job because she has a passion for math.
“I am a very patient person who loves
math and as a tutor, I make sure the student
understands the problem he or she is working,” Alatrash said. “I keep a positive attitude in my job by keeping my patience with
the students so that they can feel comfort-

able and learn the material.”
It’s not just about management respecting employees. The latter group has a series
of tasks to complete as well.
According to the Web site for the Career
Services Centre for Employers, there are a
few tips that employees should follow to
help individuals contribute to a healthy
environment. Employees should have a positive attitude toward colleagues and their
supervisor, toward learning, toward change,
and shouldn’t wait to be told what to do.
They should always be punctual.

Franco Caballero/The Pan American
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Hard candy

Author’s story of heroin and love
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American
Poet Luke Davies,
(“Absolute
Event
Horizon”) brings forth his
first novel, “Candy,” and it
so happens to be about
“smack,” or heroin, for the
reader who is not hip with
the lingo. Reading and
writing trends have moved
from the literary greats to a
hip, new junkie feel.
Take Irvine Welsh’s
“Trainspotting”
and
“Ecstasy,” two great books
that deal with the glamour
of drugs. “Candy,” is similar to “Trainspotting”
because the main character
is a junkie in Sydney,
Australia who moves to
Melbourne, where he
increases his craving for
heroin. In content it is like
Welsh’s “Trainspotting,”
but in structure it is not.
The novel is written like a
journal entry by an
unnamed narrator, who the
reader knows as a swindler
and a junkie.
The novel begins with

the narrator trying to swindle people, when he comes
across Candy, a beautiful
blue-eyed woman who he
inevitably falls in love
with. His obsession for the
“candy” (heroin) and his
love for Candy take the
character into a whirlwind
of trouble. Initially, Candy
is not addicted to the drug,
but soon after she tries it
for the first time, she wants
more.
The book takes us into
the couple’s adventure as
they try to “score some
junk,” and no matter how
much in love the two are,
trouble lurks near as
Candy’s transformation
unfolds page by page.
Candy goes from being
sexy yet innocent, to a call
girl, then a streetwalker
and later in the novel she
goes crazy, which seems to
reflect the narrator’s trouble with his addiction.
The couple tries to
straighten out on several
occasions. They move to
Melbourne but end up
relapsing. The couple
comes across a drug dealer
and the relationship with
him becomes unusual as
the narrator takes the reader along for drug deals and
the clever, fraudulent tactics he uses on the drug
dealer, which undoubtedly
leaves them in a mess of
trouble.
The novel is about
love and desire; a love so
strong for another person
and a desire so immense
for a drug, the two characters are left in a catastroph-

ic mess. It ends with the
unexpected, leaving the
reader dumbfounded, and
possibly provoking tears.
Nevertheless,
this
novel is a mild rip-off of
“Trainspotting,” but it does
hold its own, in that it is
well-written and the prose
that Davies offers his readers is remarkable, almost
poetic.
“Candy is beside me,
drenched in sweat. She's
breathing gently, long slow
breaths. I imagine her soul
going in and out: wanting
to leave, wanting to come
back, wanting to leave,
wanting to come back. The
day will soon harden into
what we need to do. But
for now we have each
other...”
Davies writes while
the narrator watches his
true love go through one of
the many withdrawals from
heroin described in the
novel.
The descriptions in
this novel are vivid and full
of color. It takes the reader
to the place where Candy
is experiencing withdrawal. Her nausea and cold
sweats are almost felt
through the act of reading.
The reader is taken to the
place where the narrator
sits in his car. Impatient
and regretful as he waits
for Candy to come back
from a “job.” Davies did a
wonderful
job,
even
though it is just another
book about addiction and a
look into an addict’s life. It
is
well-written
and
extremely absorbing.
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A sound investment
By SARAI GARCIA
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan
American
Music
Department has announced a
campaign to raise funds for a
new piano. The campaign,
Padrinos del Piano, was
named by UTPA President
Blandina Cardenas, as an
effort to make not only the
campus, but also the community, take interest in the purchase of the new instrument.
The department is looking to buy a nine-foot
Steinway
grand
piano.
Steinway has a reputation for
making the best piano available. According to Steinway’s
Web page, their pianos provide
an instrument of the finest caliber. Steinway & Sons make
only 5,000 a year worldwide,
and in North America, artists
choose their Steinway from a
“piano bank” of 300 pianos
worth over $15 million.
“We do not build to
match a price…we
build our instruments
to
match the
expec-

tations of the world’s most
demanding critics...people
who love music,” reads a message on the Web site.
The UTPA department
knows the quality of a
Steinway is unsurpassed and
representatives want to provide the finest for their students, as well as for guest
pianists who perform at the
University.
“We bring our students
the best, and we want the best
for them,” said Dahlia Guerra,
chair of the department.
Music
students
are
required to be skilled in piano,
and providing them with a new
Steinway grand piano will
help ensure their experience as a music student is a successful
one.
However,
members of
the department believe
fundraising must be
a community effort.
“The university, the
music department, and the
Valley Symphony Orchestra
are creating a joint effort to
purchase the piano,” Guerra
said. “The kickoff of the campaign will be at the first Valley

Symphony Orchestra Concert
on Feb. 25. Dr. Cardenas will
not only introduce the idea,
but she will participate in the
concert as she narrates.”
Cardenas will read the
English
translation
of
Friedrich Schiller’s poem,
“Ode to Joy,” at the concert,
which begins at 8 p.m. in the
UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium.
“Tickets range from $15
to $40. At the concert, pledge
cards will be passed out and
the audience is encouraged to
make donations,” said Carol
Brown, a spokesperson for the
Valley Symphony Orchestra.
The goal is $100,000 and
the campaign will
continue until the figure is met. Those interested in investing in the purchase of the piano can sponsor
individual parts of the piano,
keys, pedals or the bench. The
ticket sales, however, are not
the means of raising money,
but rather the donations made
via pledge cards will raise the
money.
The department has
already received $6,000 in
donations. Currently students
play on two used pianos and
looks forward to the purchase
of a new Steinway.

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

AROUND TOWN
Poetry
Feb. 24 at 8 p.m.
Place: Art Awakenings in McAllen
Event: Poetry lovers prepare your fingers to snap at Poetry Night featuring
Manuel Tiscareno.
Price: Admission is $5.
Phone: (956) 668-1366

Symphony
Feb. 25 at 8 p.m.
Place: UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium
Event: The Valley Symphony Orchestra
& Chorale will perform Beethoven’s
“Symphony No. 9.”
Price: Tickets range from $15 to $40.
Students and seniors get $5 off.

Concert
March 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: Dodge Arena in Hidalgo
Event: Pop princess Hilary Duff of
“Lizzie McGuire” fame, performs as part
of Borderfest.
Price: Tickets are $97.50, $47.50 or
$37.50.

Poetry
March 4 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Place: The Fine Arts Shop in Rio
Grande City
Event: Art That Heals, Inc. presents
Coffee Talk Series II featuring Rene
Saldana Jr., Amado Balderas, and more.
Phone: (956) 358-7211
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VALLEYW
OOD

The short film “8 Minutos” will run
along with Pedro Almodóvar’s “La
Mala Educacion” at Cine el Rey on
Feb. 25 at 7 p.m.

Almodóvar
Does it Again
Almost a year after its release
in Spain, “La Mala Educacion”
(“Bad Education”) a film by the
famed director Perdo Almodovar
(“Talk to Her,”) premiers at Cine
el Rey on Feb. 25 at 7 p.m.
After two Oscars and a successful career, Almodovar continues to stir controversy using
taboo topics in his films. “Bad
Education” presents a bold criticism of the abuse and corruption
of the Catholic Church. Taking
on Spain’s irreverent and antidemocratic Franco era, Almodovar
manages to portray the cruel and
obscure tale of two young men
during the early 1960s, late
1970s and rising 1980s in which
drug addiction, sexuality, and
protest merged.
“Bad Education” builds up
through intermixed stories, flashbacks and complicated layers of
situations. The melodrama man-

ages to keep the viewer intrigued
from beginning to end.
It all begins in Madrid during
the 1980s when Ignacio, a young
actor played by “Amores Perros’
star Gael Garcia Bernal, pays a
visit to Enrique, a childhood
friend and movie director performed by Fele Martinez, to offer
him a movie script. The mysterious manuscript is about a tormented travesty that tries to
blackmail a priest by publishing a
story revealing his villainous trail
of sexual abuse.
The story then flashes back to
the 1960s when two boys attending a strict Catholic boarding
school experience a harsh
upbringing full of abuse, repression and harassments that would
haunt them forever. The movie
also presents the story of a Father
Manolo (Daniel GimenezCacho), the supposed antagonist

All photos courtesy of google.com
EDUCATION — Gael Garcia Bernal stars in “La Mala Educacion,” the latest work by
acclaimed Spanish director Pedro Almodóvar

whose abusive past tortures him
as he deals with the demons of
remorse, plus the threat of being
exposed by Ignacio (Garcia
Bernal,) his one-time object of
desire.
Even
though
this
is
Almodovar’s 15th film, it is the
first time he has presented
Spain’s Franco era and the effects
it had on a generation. As suggested by its title, this is a story
about bad education combined
with situations of emotional distress, betrayal and desire
voyeuristically approached.
In
“Bad
Education,”
Almodovar pays homage to his
previous films and maybe even to
his own life experiences, as many
critics speculate that Almodovar
himself was sexually abused during his childhood.
The director’s eccentricity is
evident in all of his work and one
would not doubt that much of his
inspiration comes from own
introspection. As he once said in
an interview for Canal Cine,
“Everything that is not autobiographical is plagiarism.”
Regardless, “Bad Education”
demonstrates Almodovar’s ability to play with dark film genres
and complicated story lines. He
achieves great merit as a screenwriter and storyteller, but also
gains the raised-eyebrow criticism of those who disapprove of
its strong sexually charged content.

TODO
SOBRE
ALMODÓVAR
(ALL ABOUT ALMODOVAR)

Pedro Almodovar is a sharp
gem in Latin independent cinema, not afraid to poke at taboos.
He exposes controversial scenarios dealing with sex, violence
or religion and sometimes all in
one film.
The 53-year-old director
was born in Calzada de
Calatrava, Spain and was raised
in a traditional Spanish household. However, he always felt
like a misfit, which probably led
to his non-judgmental treatment
of his characters.
His interest in directing began when he was 12,
after watching Richard Brooks’ “Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof.” Some of his early directorial influences were
Billy Wilder, Douglas Sirk, Alfred Hitchcock, Luis
Bunuel, and Marco Ferreri.
In pursuit of a filmmaking career, Almodovar
went to Madrid in 1969 and worked at a phone company. During his off hours he wrote mock newsreels, made super-8 shorts and engaged in other creative endeavors. He was commissioned to write for
a fanzine, and wrote a dirty photo-novel, which later
became his first feature film, “Pepi, Luci, Bom y
otras chicas del monton” (“Pepi, Luci, Bom and
Other Girls like mom”).
Since then, he has directed renowned films such
as “Matador” and “Laberintos de Paciones”
(“Labyrinth of Passion”). He has also won two
Academy Awards for his films “All About My
Mother,” and “Habla con Ella” (“Talk to Her”),
both of which he wrote.
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continued from page 1

some behind a couple of doors.”
Sgt. Delma Lopez from the University
Police Department is the officer who took
down the report on the tagging.
“It wasn’t visible where they were
doing it,” she said. “There was one by the
Student Union in the corner behind the tree,
there was some at the physical education
building and it was between walls, so it
wasn’t like people could possibly see them
doing it. It was more in the crooks and
crannies of the campus.”
The tagging around campus read either,
‘KNOW NAME,’ or ‘KNOW.’
“At this point we don’t know for sure
who’s responsible,” Sgt. James Loya from
the University Police Department said.
University Police Department officers
are working with the Edinburg Police
Department to find who is responsible for
last weeks tagging. The EPD came to campus and took pictures of the tagging last
week to compare to their files in hopes of
narrowing down the search.
“We’re in the process right now of distributing some pictures to the high schools
to see if anybody will recognize the actual
tagging,” Loya said.
Loya hopes to find more information
on those responsible after meeting with an
investigator from the EPD.
“Hopefully once I meet with the investigator over at Edinburg Police Department
to see if we’re able to find anybody who
might recognize that particular tag and they
either have some information of people
who could be responsible,” Loya said.
“It’s an offense against property. We
call it graffiti, but the correct wording is
criminal mischief. It’s when you destroy or
deface tangible property,” said Lopez.
“The severity of the charge depends on
how much it costs for us to clean it up.
They’re still doing it, apparently the spray
paint is hard to take off,” said Lopez. “If we
find out who it is, we’re going to take that
into consideration. Meaning, what’s it
going to cost the University to fix it?”
In comparison to previous graffiti incidents, last week’s case was major.
“They actually took their time and got
real fancy with it. It’s been done before but
it’s been really minor, where the particular
utensils they used were maybe markers,”
Loya explained.
When asked if in any way this could
have been prevented, Loya said this unfortunate event happens everywhere.
“Kids are out there trying to get themselves known by tagging property. It’s kind
of hard for officers to be everywhere every
time,” said Loya.
“But the fact that it’s a campus, if
somebody’s walking through campus it’s
not suspicious, especially if they’re young
kids they could be here visiting, or actually
students themselves. It’s tough.”
According to Lopez, it has been more

than 10 years since UTPA had been hit hard
by graffiti. There have been arrests made
previously, though minor, occasions.
“We’ve arrested people before in the
past for tagging, but it’s been where they’ve
actually been caught in the process. Since
this incident we’ve stepped up our inner
campus patrol. We try to get the officers
more visible in there,” Loya said.
To prevent any further vandalism on
campus the University Police Department is
taking new measures.
“If they (officers) happen to see
younger kids on campus they go ahead and
identify them to see what their business is
on campus,” Loya added.
The implementation of interview cards
by the University Police Department helps
in this process. Officers are required to fill
out a card when they make contact with a
person on campus, which they then file at
the station.
“It just keeps track of who’s on campus
at any particular date and time,” said Loya.
They want to get out the message that
there are officers out there on the look out.
With manpower at the police department low however, their is a concern that
more tagging will occur.
“In a situation like this, that the campus is so large, a lot of the tagging occurred
near inner campus, we do try to have a lot
of officers on foot patrol,” Loya said.
“During the day there are quite a bit
more patrol officers but we do have adequate patrol in the evening and overnight,
there are bodies here.”
Although they maintain they are sufficiently staffed, the University Police
Department has openings they are looking
to fill.
“We have some openings because we
had some officers leave, but we have officers working on the shift. We’re not fully
staffed because we have those openings but
we have enough officers,” Lopez said.
There are currently two applicants at
the academy and additional officer recruitment is being planned.
“We do have some openings that are
hopefully going to be filled pretty soon.
We tested, recently, and out of the pool of
applicants that we got, eight of them actually qualified to attend the academy,” Loya
said.
Loya encourages the UTPA community
to help keep watch as well, and says this
has been successful in the past.
“We’ve been successful like that too,
where students call and say something
doesn’t look right, can you send somebody
to check it out,” said Loya.
“We rely on the university community
quite a bit.”
Anybody who wishes to contact the
university police department with information regarding last week’s tagging, may do
so at (956) 316-7151.

Classified Ads are now being accepted by
The Pan American
Reach over 17,000 students. Call 956-381-2541 for more information about
placing your Classified Ad.

GRANT

Page 11
continued from page 1

American, agrees.
“This whole TWD [grant program] is
just a grand deal,” he said. “It is a neat program: the state puts up a certain amount of
money and the corporations match it.”
The program provides seed money that
will enable universities to increase the number of students enrolled in relevant courses
and programs. In a sense, it is an investment
that will eventually pay for itself, because
the increase in enrollment numbers leads to
an rise in Legislative formula funding,
which is based on the number of students at
any given university.
Faculty at public state universities are
eligible to apply for grants for both their
computer science and electrical engineering
programs, while only the electrical engineering programs at private universities
qualify.
Grant proposals may be submitted in
one of two distinct categories: ‘innovative’
or ‘best practices.’ All proposals must
describe a strategy for increasing the quantity and the quality of graduates from the university in question.
Proposals submitted in the ‘innovative’
category should delineate creative strategies
that can be implemented on a relatively
small budget.
‘Best practices’ proposals should
request funds to put into practice strategies
that have previously been proven successful.
“Proposals submitted under the ‘best
practices’ category may have previously
been used either in house or at another university,” said Cornelius, who explained that
since the TWD Grant program is relatively
new, the two categories are not clearly
defined at the moment.
“For example, the size, location and
students at a university often determine
what strategies work and can be submitted
as a ‘best practices’ [grant] proposal,” he
said.
All submitted proposals are subjected
to a competitive peer-review process
through which applicants are selected for
funding, based on the quality of the program
outlined, the feasibility of putting it in practice, and the cost-effectiveness of the strategy, among other factors.
According to the TWD Grants Program
Web site, in the 2003 TWD Grants competition, UTPA was awarded a total of $171,623
for its computer science and electrical engineering programs, and was one of only two
universities in Texas to receive grants for
both computer science and electrical engineering.
The computer science program
received $67,105 to increase graduates and
enrollment through learning communities
and outreach. Electrical engineering
received $104,518 for recruitment and
retention through on-campus jobs and summer scholarships.
The Computer Science department,
chaired by Peter Ng, has used the funds
received in the 2003 TWD Grants competition to form a learning community for
incoming freshmen.
“A strategy whereby one focuses effort
at the freshman level, in some ways, has the
most payoff because if one looks at the
probability of success or how many people
drop out across the years,” Fowler said.
“They drop out more in the freshman year,
and then less in sophomore year and less in
junior year and so forth.”
The computer science learning community is a mentoring program in which a junior- or senior-level student is made available
to answer questions and provide guidance to
a small group of freshmen.
Gustavo Dietrich, a professor of computer science at UTPA, works closely with

the mentors to ensure that the learning community runs smoothly.
“The idea is not only to help the students with their computer science homework assignments, but also to help them
meet other students with the same interests,
problems and issues,” Dietrich said.
During the first weeks of class, mentors
make sure freshmen have the right classes
and give them pointers about how best to
take advantage of the many resources and
services available at the university, such as
the library, financial aid, and the Career
Placement Services office.
“It’s both an introduction to campus life
and the resources offered by the university,
as well as specific help in classes and so
forth,” Fowler said.
At the moment, the group of freshmen
involved in the mentoring program is relatively small, despite the many benefits
offered.
“In this semester’s first meeting [of the
learning community] we had fifteen or sixteen students. We aim to eventually get
about forty students in the program,”
Dietrich said.
In addition to pizza lunches, Dietrich
has developed a very attractive incentive for
freshmen to join the learning community.
“This semester we are offering [the students] extra credit in their computer science
courses if they become part of the learning
community,” he said. “That was a suggestion from a student and I think he was right
on the money.”
According to Fowler, on average only
about 60 percent of the entire freshman class
become sophomores. On the other hand, the
retention rate for students in the mentoring
program is well over 80 percent.
For UTPA’s Electrical Engineering
Department, chaired by Heinrich Foltz, the
2003 grant award is the second one received
through the TWD Grants program.
Although their goals are the same, electrical engineering has used its grant in a
slightly different way than computer science. Instead of creating a mentoring program,
the
Electrical
Engineering
Department has focused its efforts on
recruiting top students using scholarships
and the possibility of on-campus jobs.
“Many students need to earn money on
the side while attending school. If we can
keep them on campus, we experience a
higher retention rate and increased interest
in their field of study,” Cornelius said.
One of the success stories listed on the
TWD Grants Program Web site comes from
UTPA.
“Most of the top students from the Rio
Grande Valley are heavily recruited by outof-state schools as well as Texas ‘flagship’
institutions. Through TETC support we
were able to recruit the valedictorian of a
local high school into the electrical engineering program,” read the report submitted
on the success of the 2001 proposal. “TETC
support also allowed us to extend our
recruiting range to Laredo Community
College and Del Mar College.”
The proposals for the 2005 TWD
Grants competition are due March. 17, and
recipients will be announced on April 21.
The grant period is from May 1, 2005 to
Aug. 31, 2007. This competition will produce the third cycle of grants under the
TWD Grant program.
“The reality is that these days the relative level of state support is decreasing,”
Fowler said. “As a result, it is necessary for
the faculty and administrators to find funding through other sources. I think most faculty write grant applications to the federal,
state and private levels as a routine thing.”
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MENINGITIS
antibiotic treatments are available, those who do not die from
meningitis often are left with
brain damage or amputations of
legs and/or arms.
“I support any effort to
increase vaccination rates of any
group of people, not just college
freshman,” Gray said. “Many
devastating diseases are preventable through vaccination programs.”

continued from page 4
Guardiola agrees with Gray
and feels everyone should get
vaccinated.
“I think this issue should
always be taken seriously
because it can be very devastating and fatal,” Guardiola said. “I
think everyone regardless living
in the dorms or not should be
vaccinated. Its better to be safe
than sorry.”

RECRUITMENT
about 500 students and visitors each
week. Most tour guides are bilingual.
“With the tours we make students
and visitors comfortable and familiar
with the university setting,” said
Burnett. The tours often include
some sort of multimedia presentation.
The other side of recruitment is
taken care of by athletics coaches for
the NCAA Division I teams on campus. Dave Thorn, head volleyball
coach, is about to begin recruiting
season this weekend. He usually
attends tournaments to scout and
recruit players.
“My philosophy is to recruit
locally and then expand,” said
Thorn.
NCAA regulations put some limits on when college coaches can
recruit. Thorn must follow restrictions that dictate he must recruit only
after tournaments, never during competition. He has a choice of contacting the player by phone or in person.
The athletic recruitment process
at UTPA brings with it an added benefit. Many times the players are not
from South Texas and when they
perform well, their hometowns will

BUDGET

continued from page 3

UTPA Enrollment &
Future Projections
Spring 2005
16,154 students
175 New faculty on campus
178 new course sections
9,000 student spaces in
classes
Future projections
Fall 2005

18,122 students

Fall 2015

29,451 students
Source: UTPA News Online

hear about their accomplishments
and sometimes publish accounts in
their local newspapers.
“Athletics here bring in students
that would not come to UTPA and
really increases diversity on campus,” said Thorn. “It really gets our
name out there.”

continued from page 3

tion partnerships that strengthen the
pathway to college; will deprive
teachers of important professional
development resources that strengthen out schools; and will deny access
to proven programs that raise academic achievement and aspirations
for well over a million low-income
students,” Garza wrote.
The budget cut, if approved, will
result in the implementation of a new
program called The President’s High
School Initiative.
According
to
the
U.S.
Department of Education, the high
school initiative will provide funding
of up to $1.24 billion that will go
directly to state education officials
and later be distributed to school districts.
The initiative intends to create a
performance plan for individual students and to help them meet state
standards, the Web site said.
According to GEAR UP officials
this plan includes both the High
School Intervention and the new
High School Assessments, and
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intends to help educators implement
strategies designed to meet the needs
of at-risk high school students and
hold high schools accountable for
providing high-quality education to
their students.
Even though the current GEAR
UP cycle wouldn’t be affected by
Bush’s budget proposal, GEAR UP
officials might have to find money
somewhere else in order to help next
year’s incoming students.
Rep. Ruben Hinojosa, DMercedes, told the Monitor in an article last week that he supports the current program and said that if the
administration would spend less
overseas, funding would not be a
problem.
“If [GEAR UP] is cut, hundreds,
possibly thousands of students would
not be able to pursue higher education, and that would be a tragedy,”
Hinojosa said in the article. “What I
plan to do is join other members of
Congress who are equally concerned
and make sure that GEAR UP is not
cut.”

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

THE CROWNING GLORY - Elena Guerra (left), Homecoming Queen 2004 crowns 2005 queen Marena
Villaguerra at the Homecoming game last Saturday. (Below) King Jesse Martinez and Villaguerra with Bucky.

Homecoming 2005:
New court members
welcomed by Broncs
By KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The royal court at The
University
of
Texas-Pan
American is now in session.
The tradition continued Feb.
19 as UTPA selected the 20052006 Homecoming representatives. During UTPA’s basketball
game against Central Baptist
College at the Field House,
UTPA
announced
its
Homecoming king and queen
from a large pool of nominees,
with many of UTPA’s organizations having a candidate in the
running.
This year’s homecoming representatives are; Jesse Martinez,
king; Eric Montalvo, prince;
Marena
Villagomez
queen;
Marialicia Andrade, princess; and
Maritza Hamill, duchess.
New king Jesse Martinez, a
theatre communication senior of
Edinburg, said that he ran for the
honor for fun. In his last year at
UTPA Martinez wanted to get
some recognition before graduating in May. He wanted to become
part of UTPA’s history and ran as
a representative for his soccer
team, Real Sociedad FC.
Marena Villagomez, this
year’s queen, is a junior in political science. She was also excited

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

about running for the honor.
“It’s been a tradition for our
sorority to have a representative
aand to participate in UTPA’s
functions,” Villagomez said. “I
believe it helps promote our values and our unity.”

She added that in the past two
years, two of her Kappa Delta
Chi sorority sisters have run for,
and won, queen.
“We enjoy the competition and
getting involved in the festivities,” Villagomez said.
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS

GAME 2

Track & Field
FEB. 19-20
LSU TWILIGHT

MEN

Weight throw: 1, Isaac Ybarra, UNA,

Bronc baseball needs to rebound
Broncs get set for UT-Arlington
It has been a tough early season for the baseball Broncs, as they have
compiled a 3-9 record heading into this weekend’s three-game series at
The University of Texas-Arlington.
They recently managed a win in three tries against nationally ranked
Arizona, and for the year have also faced the top-ranked University of
Texas-Austin squad, and an always-tough Lamar outfit.
As the team looks to play three at UTA and then return home for the Al
Ogletree Classic March 3-6, there have been troubles at the plate and on
the mound.
The team batting average has dropped to .249 after 12 games, and it is
a case of feast or famine for the Broncs. Five starters are hitting over .300,
led by third baseman Zach Gordon at .371. But there are seven players
with at least 10 plate appearances batting below .200. The team has been
outscored 94 to 46 so far, has hit one home run to nine for the opponent,
and has stolen just six bases and allowed 16 steals.
The pitching staff has been similarly sketchy, with a team earned run
average of 6.54 and 130 hits allowed in just 106 innings, with 59 bases on
balls allowed. To make matters worse, the defense has committed 32
errors afield, while Bronc opponents have only made 12.
Along with Gordon, a junior from Corpus Christi, senior shortstop Aaron
Flowers (.348), senior transfer Jacob Jones (.333), and outfielders Alfredo
Padron (.320) and Edinburg’s Louie Alamia (.302) have hit the ball well.
Jones leads the team with 8 RBI while Flowers and Alamia have scored
eight runs apiece. Flowers also leads the team with 16 hits.
Among the hurlers, Dane Mason is just 1-3 but he has a solid ERA of
3.52. Edinburg native Aaron Guerra and 6-foot-4 Kelly Casares have the
other Bronc wins while sophomore starters Chad Linders and Ryne Foster
have two losses each.
In the Ogletree Classic the Broncs will play against Sam Houston State,
Illinois, Birmingham-Southern and UT-San Antonio.

68-03.75. 2, Marcus Marion, Grambling,
56-03.00. 3, Marcus Brown, Southern
Miss., 56-02.00. 4, J. C. Crosby, UTPA,
54-11.50. 5, Matt Vincent, LSU, 53-11.25.
6, Rabun Fox, LSU, 51-07.25. 7, Maulies
Pettaway, Southern Miss., 46-05.25 8,

Ayala brings Weslaco boy home
This Saturday night at the Dodge Arena in Hidalgo, promoter Tony Ayala
Sr. is bringing home Weslaco native Roberto “La Ameneza” Garcia to fight
in the main event. Garcia, who is the Texas Welterweight Champion, has
been training in New Jersey with trainer Nelson Fernandez of Cuba.
Garcia currently has a 16-2-0 record in the ring, 12 of those wins coming
from knockout. He has gone 4-2 in his last six bouts, winning his most
recent fight at the Dodge Arena against Chance Leggett in December. The
24-year-old Garcia has a 2-0 record when fighting at Dodge Arena, and 91 when fighting in the Valley.
The undercard will feature several Valley natives, such as undefeated
Gabriel Rivera of Harlingen and Fidel Avila of Weslaco.
The first fight will kick off at 7:30 p.m.

U.S. prepares for Mexico in March

60 meter hurdles:

1, Kedrieck

Gibbons, Hinds CC, 7.92. 3, Rashaad
Ben, UTPA, 8.09. 5, Nathaniel Hughes,
Alcorn State, 8.25. 7, Luke Moody, UlLafayette, 8.40. 9, Leonard McLeggan,
Southern Miss., 8.47.
WOMEN

Weight throw:

1, Beth Mallory,

Alabama, 63-09.50. 2, Amy Moses, UTPA,
59-07.75. 3, Chafree Bain, Alabama, 5506.50. 4, Lorna Finn, Alabama, 50-06.25 5,
Vanessa Cheatham, New Orleans, 4704.25. 6, Katrina Lewis, Troy State, 4600.75 7, Collena Collins, New Orleans, 4600.00. 8, Ashley Curry, Grambling, 4500.25.

0 0 0 0 4 2 1 0 1 - 8 10 3

16, .313. (Troyer 2, Price 2, Thomas 1)

UTPA

000200000-2 3 4

Blocked shots: 2 (Heck 1, Bevoe 1).

Win - Guyette (2-0).

Turnovers: 8 (Price 4, Heck 1, Thomas 1,

Loss - Linder (0-2) Save - None

Troyer 1, Ekweozor 1). Steals: 3 (Price 2,

E - Brown 2; Donald; Flowers 3; Pena.

Thomas 1). Personal Fouls: 24 (Erweozor

LOB - AU 9; UTPA 5,

5, Troyer 5, Devoe 4, Rinehart 2, Peterson

2B - Crowe; Brown; Mackie., HR - Van

2, Price 2, Heck 2 Thomas 1, Cottle 1).

Houton.

UTPA................33 38 - 71

HBP - Brown.

UVSC................31 44 - 75

SB - Crowe; Donald 2; Hundley; Frey.
Attendance: 350
GAME 1
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UTPA

002100000- 3

Win - Jarrett (1-0).

Roberts

20 0-4 2-2

1-5-6 1

2

Loss - Foster (0-2) Save - None

Piwonka

18 1-1 2-4

2-2-4 0

4

HBP - by Jarrett.(Eichel); by Davila

Cheadle

18 0-3 0-0

0-3-3 2

0

(Donald).

Schamel

21 3-9 1-2

1-5-6 0

7

E - Boyer; Gutierrez; Gordon; Jones;

Arriola

15 0-1 6-8

0-1-1 0

6

Eichel .

Wilson

16 4-4 1-2

0-3-3 2 10

DP - UTPA 1. LOB - AU 9; UTPA 12.

Guin

8 0-2 0-0

0-1-1 0

0

2B - Boyer; Can Houten; Hundley; Frey;

Reed

10 0-1 0-0

0-1-1 0

0

Kervin.

Daniel

22 0-2

3B - Boyer.

Montague 10 2-4

HR - Crowe 2; Brown. SB - Boyer;

Pierce

15 1-5

0-0

0-2-2 0

2

Hundley.

Knerr

4 0-0

0-0

0-0-0 0

0

CS - Rhinehart; Flowers.

Ramirez

4 0-0

0-0

0-0-0 1

0

Attendance: 250

Gooden

19 4-4

UTPA
FG

UTPA, 6-2, 6-4.
1, 6-1.
Michael Innerebner, TTU, def. Rehman
Esmail, UTPA, 6-1, 6-2.
Adrian Prpic, TTU, def. Peirre Cantu,
UTPA, 6-1, 6-0.
Dimitrio Martinez, TTU, def. Alejandro
Pacheco Jr., UTPA, 6-0, 6-2.
Teddy DiBlasi TTU, def. Alberto Gomez,
NSU, 6-1 6-2.

0
6

3-4 1-1-2

1 11

200 15-40 15-24 8-28-36 9 48

DOUBLES:
TTU,

def.

Salvo/Esmail, UTPA, 8-6.
DiBlasi/Prpic, TTU, def. Porter/Pacheco,
UTPA, 8-3.
Vogl/Martinez, TTU, def. Cantu/Martinez,
UTPA, 8-2.

Baseball

000000000-0 9 0

UTPA

0 0 3 2 0 2 0 0 x - 7 10 1

Win - Mason (1-3). Loss - Koons (0-1)
Save - None
E - Gutierrez. DP - AU 1; UTPA 1.

1). Turnovers: 27 (Guin 4, Reed 4,
Pierce 2, Ramirez 2, Piwonka 1, Arriola 1,
Montague 1, Knerr 1). Steals: 9 (Schamel

2-6-8 3

14

2, Reed 2, Daniel 2, Gooden 1, Roberts 1,

Sanchez

40 3-9 4-6

0-1-1 3

11

Piwonka 1). Personal Fouls: 20 (Pierce 3,

Berry

35 3-5 2-4

0-4-4 0

8

Schamel 3, Roberts 2, Wilson 2, Guin 2,

Fagan

33 4-10 7-11 3-4-7 1

15

Reed 2, Daniel 2, Arriola 1, Montague 1,

Lange

14 2-4 0-0

0-0-0 0

4

Knerr 1, Gooden 1).

East

21 3-6 6-6

2-6-8 0 12

Sanders

4 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

Castillo

3 1-1 0-1

0-0-0 0

2

Trader

3 1-1

0-0 0-0-0

0

2

9 1-1

1-4 0-2-2

1

3

TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI
FG

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts
Lewis

29 4-7 3-4

1-3-4 4

Duncan

29 1-9 0-0

0-1-1 1

2

Van Dorn

33 6-12 4-6

4-5-9 3

17

Percentages: FG .478 FT, .684, 3-Point 1-

Andrews

34 4-12 6-6

3-4-7 2

14

9, .111. (Sanchez 1) Blocked shots: 1

Ododa

27 0-0 1-2

1-5-6 1

1

(Lange 1). Turnovers: 14 (Berry 4, East 3,

Cooper

2 1-1 0-0

0-0-0 0

2

Sanchez 3, Montalvo 2, Fagan 2). Steals:

Fowler

10 1-1 0-0

0-0-0 2

3

4 (Montalvo 1, Sanchez 1, Berry 1, Fagan

Wallace

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

1). Personal Fouls: 18 (Fagan 4, East 4,

Pena

14 3-13 2-2

2-0-2 1

11

Sanchez 2, Berry 2, Sanders 2, Trader 2,

Duffey

5 0-2 0-0

0-0-0 1

0

Montalvo 1, Lange 1).

Curette

3 0-0 0-0

0-0-0

0

0

13 2-5 1-4

1-2-3

0

5

200 22-46 26-38 10-25-35 8 71

Shaw
UTAH VALLEY STATE
FG

GAME 3
Arizona

shots: 4 (Reed 2, Schamel 1, Montague

38 4-9 6-6

FEB. 18-20
ARIZONA SERIES
123456789 R HE

8, .375. (Montague 2, Wilson 1) Blocked

Montalvo

Totals

Attendance: 422

0

0-0 1-1-2 2

Cheadle 3, Roberts 2, Wilson 2, Daniel 2,

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Gedminas

CS - Crowe; Padron.

0-2 1-3-4

Percentages: FG .375 FT, .625, 3-Point 3-

Bojan Szumanski, TTU, def. Jeremy Salvo,

SH - Zarate

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

8 4

MEN’S BOX
FEB. 21
UT. VALLEY ST. 75, UTPA 71

SINGLES:

2B - Jones; Eichel.

FG

Totals

MEN

LOB - AU 11; UTPA 9.

UTPA

R H E

Arizona

Basketball

FEB. 18-19
UTPA VS. TEXAS TECH

Szumanski/Innerebner,

WOMEN’S BOX
FEB. 22
TAMUCC 68, UTPA 48

CS - Donald; Frey.

Tennis

U.S. too much for Trinidad & Tobago
There is just over a year left before the world will experience the most
watched event, FIFA World Cup 2006, which will be hosted by Germany.
Currently, teams around the world are competing to qualify.
The United States team is competing in their conference, hoping for a
chance to compete against the world’s best. The team has a 1-0 record
after defeating Trinidad & Tobago, 2-1 on Feb. 9. Next they will have an
exhibition match against Colombia, and the next CONCACAF game will be
against southern rival Mexico. Mexico is also 1-0, after defeating Costa
Rica 2-1.
The team will have to stop Omar Bravo, who already has two goals in a
qualifying match. The two teams will go head to head on March 27 in
Mexico City. The United States’ Landon Donovan has already started
putting on the points like his great performance in the last World Cup; he
already has one goal in these qualifying matches.

Percentages: FG .450 FT, .889, 3-Point 5-

Arizona

Brandon Franklin, Alcorn State, 46-01.50.

Esat Tanik, TTU, def. Nik Porter, UTPA, 6-

Valley native headlines Dodge card

123456789 RH E

Totals

13

200 22-6217-24 16-21-37 15 68

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Percentages: FG .355 FT, .708, 3-Point 7-

Allison

26 3-7 0-0

0-0-0 4

6

30, .233 (Pena 3, Lewis 2, Van Dorn 1,

Price

38 11-24 5-6

0-5-5 4 29

Fowler 1). Blocked shots: 2 (Van Dorn 1,

Heck

31 3-8 3-4

3-3-6 1

9

Ododa 1). Turnovers: 15 (Ododa 4, Van

Thomas

29 3-7 4-4

1-1-2

2 11

Dorn 3, Lewis 2, Fowler 2, Duffey 2, Shaw

Devoe

11 1-3

2-2

2-2-4

0

4

1, Pena 1). Steals: 11 (Lewis 4, Van Dorn 2,

Cottle

7 0-0

0-0

0-0-0

0

0

Andrews 2, Duncan 1, Ododa 1, Cooper 1).

Peterson

16 3-5

2-2

0-1-1

0

8

Personal Fouls: 18 (Shaw 5, Lewis 3,

Troyer

23 2-3

0-0

1-3-4

2

6

Ododa 3, Andrews 2, Duncan 1, Van Dorn

6 0-1

0-0

0-0-0

0

0

1, Cooper 1, Fowler 1, Currete 1).

Ekweozor 13 1-2

0-0

2-3-5

0

2

UTPA.................15 33 - 48

Rinehart
Totals

200 27-60 16-18 9-18-27 13 75

A&M..................24 44 - 68
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Tennis teams face St. Ed’s
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan American men’s and
women’s tennis teams have
already competed in a few
matches. It may not be
Wimbledon, but the Broncs
will travel to Brownsville
this weekend to compete
against St. Edward’s.
Currently the men’s team
has recorded one win and
two losses, the women’s
team on the other hand has
recorded
four
losses.
Traveling to Brownsville
this weekend
is
something that
t h e

Broncs
are hoping to use as
a spring board for
the rest of the season.
“They
are
a
Division II team,
but they are one
of
the
best

Division II team’s in the
country,” said second year
UTPA player Gary Bianco.
“Winning is going to be
tough.”
On the men’s side Bianco
has seen much success
throughout his career in
both singles and doubles
matches. Bianco is one of
five returning with a minimum one year of
experience to the
Broncs young squad
this season. In his
last
match
he
defeated
Colin
Campo of Nicholls
State University (60, 6-0). Bianco later
teamed up with Pierre
Cantu and deafted the
team of Josh Chuavin
and Colin Campo (8-0) in
doubles action.
The Broncs went on to
defeat Nicholls State 7-0,
but lost to Texas A & MCorpus Christi and Texas
Tech by a score of 7-0
each time.
So Saturday the Broncs
are hoping to turn
things around and
begin to build confidence before conference play.
“We need to improve

our doubles play… We
haven’t been able to take
advantage early in matches,” said Bianco. “We’re
rebuilding the team right
now so we need to build
momentum for conference
matches coming up.”
The Lady Broncs go to
Brownsville hoping to
break out of an early season
slump. Their last four
matches have ended with
the Lady Broncs on the
short end of matches. The
Lady Broncs are young this
year as well with a lone
senior on the squad, Ana
Pena, a three year lettermen.
The spring season has been
tough for the Lady Broncs,
who have suffered losses to
Sam Houston State and
Texas A & M earlier this
season. They will try and
get it going against St.
Edward’s.
Freshmen Silke Buksik has
also come across some individual success early in her
career, including a three-set
match win in the Wilson
ITA Southwest Regional
during the fall season.
Matches will begin at 9
a.m. on Saturday in
Brownsville.
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First season for Davenport coming to close
By DARYL GONZALEZ
The Pan American
Many were left wondering what
was going to happen after Bob
Hoffman left.
The former head coach of The
University of Texas-Pan American
Broncs basketball team left to take
an assistant coaching job at
Oklahoma State, but as soon as the
vacancy appeared, his former
assistant coach Robert Davenport
stepped in and took over.
With Davenport’s first season
coming to a close, the Broncs are
still fighting to even their record.
They are 12-14 with two games
left, both on the road after the team
wrapped up its home slate Monday.
Travel has been a struggle
throughout the season, as the
Broncs are only 1-12 away from
the Field House.
“The last couple of games I
don’t feel that we executed well,”
said Davenport, whose first year
has seen some ups and some
downs.
Half the team’s losses came
during the Christmas break when
the Broncs went on a six-game
road trip that turned into a
nightmare, as they dropped all six.
A key setback was the loss of highscoring senior point guard Sergio
Sanchez, who injured his hand just
before going on the road.
“Without a doubt, injuries have

played a big part in our season,”
said Davenport, who also saw
starting center Alvidas Gedminas
miss time due to injury midway
through the year. “We’ve had
opportunities to win games on the
road, but we just let them slip
away.”
One of the two remaining
opponents is Indiana-Purdue-Fort
Wayne (IPFW), a team that the
Broncs had no trouble with at
home, beating them 83-74. Despite
a 6-20 record, IPFW recently upset
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi and
possibly knocked the Islanders who beat the Broncs twice – out of
the postseason. That game is Feb.
27.
The Broncs finish the year
March 1 at New Mexico State, a
team who had its share of problems
this season. The major loss was the
midseason retirement of veteran
Head Coach Lou Henson, a
longtime coach at Illinois, who quit
in January after a lingering illness.
“Both of them are very
winnable,” Davenport said of the
two games left. “If we go play the
way we’re capable of playing, we
can beat anybody.”
This will be the final run for
seven seniors on the Bronc squad,
which is half of the team. All five
starters,
including
Sanchez,
Gedminas, Matt Berry, La Joya’s
Eric Montalvo, and Chris Fagan,
will use up their eligibility March

1, as will sharpshooter Ray
Castillo.
“It’s bittersweet,” Davenport
said. “It’s going to be good to see
them get their degrees and move
on, but at the same time we’re
going to miss having them
around.”
The Bronc coaching staff will
have its work cut out in recruiting,
scouring the high schools and
junior colleges to bring in talent to
replace the veterans. A handful of
returning players should form a
solid nucleus to build around. 6foot-8 Derrick East will return for
his senior season, while 6-7 Zach
Trader and 6-0 Dexter Shankle,
freshmen this season, will have to
step up in 2006.
“We have a good young class,”
Davenport said. “We’re definitely
going to have a different look at the
post position.”
A key thing that might change in
the near future might be the shift to
a conference. Davenport said that
new UTPA Athletic Director Scott
Street will be working on this as
soon as he begins work March 1.
Davenport said that he expects the
Broncs, who were members of the
Sun Belt Conference a decade ago,
to get into a conference, but he just
doesn’t know when.
“We filled out applications,”
Davenport commented about the
preparation
for
joining
a
conference.

Jose Luis Hinojosa/Special to The Pan American

PULL IT TOGETHER - Bronc coach Robert Davenport counsels
his team in the final seconds against Utah Valley State on Monday.

Women still waiting to set hoop-win record
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
The game began with a fitting
tribute to the graduating seniors who
are part of the history of a team on the
rise.
The UTPA Lady Broncs (12-12),
however, have to wait at least one
more game to tie its best-ever
performance set last year.
They
dropped their last home game of the
season to A&M Corpus Christi on
Tuesday at the Field House, 68-48.
They play Indiana-Purdue Fort-Wayne
in Indiana on Saturday, Feb. 26.
The question of whether this squad
is the best ever remains to be seen.
“It think it’s very fitting that it
comes down to our final four games,”
said coach DeAnn Craft. “Will this
team put together a run at the end of
the year in order to meet the record? If
they are able to do it then the record
speaks for itself, they will be the most
successful team at this institution.
“There’s a lot of reason for our
players to want to continue to play
hard,” she added.
As a powerful sign of what’s to
come next season and beyond, the
Lady Broncs have utilized the
shooting tandem of true freshmen
Tynesha Pierce and Kathy Guin, who
have recorded game-high scores in

half of this season’s 24 games.
Pierce leads the Broncs averaging
9.7 points per game and is second on
the team with 4.6 rebounds per game,
while the shifty Guin has notched 6.1
points, and 2.0 rebounds per game.
“I think Tynesha Pierce has
emerged as a bonafide scorer at this
level,” Craft said. “Her biggest
challenge will be to become consistent
and I think she has the capability to be
a special player in her four years
here.”
On a team comprised of only five
seniors and 11 underclassmen, players
like sophomore MoHagany Daniel
lead the Broncs in many statistical
categories.
Daniel paces the team in rebounds
(140, 7.0 per game), blocked shots (32,
1.6 per game), and ties for foul outs
(4) hinting at the defensive nature of
her game.
“Definitely the skill level is in our
freshman to junior class, no doubt
about it,” Craft said. “I think we’ve
upped the ante, I think our talent level
is better, so I think that means our best
basketball is ahead of us.”
The Lady Broncs have dominated
opponents statistically in almost every
category this season. In scoring, they
lead opponents by a margin of two
grabbing 60 points a game compared
to other team’s 58.2.

They lead in rebounds with 914
compared to opponents 866 as well in
steals (273), blocks (93), and assists
(320).
Craft attributed the squad’s
unselfish attitude, overall effort on the
board, and “great fight” for the Bronc
success.
On Tuesday, players shook off any
resemblance to the Broncs last
meeting with TAMUCC on Feb. 15
despite the similar score and pitfalls.
The Broncs lost that game 69-47. But
team members show that they have
reached a new level of expectation,
and that they take losses personally.
“It ain’t deja vu,” said freshman
guard Tiona Wilson, who went a
perfect 4-for-4 from the field with 10
total points. “This is not Texas-Pan
American, that’s not what we’re about,
you all understand that.”
The opportunity to have the best
season in the history of the program
still remains. The Lady Broncs have
IPFW and the National Independent
Tournament March 3-6 in Orem, UT.
“That’s where our focus is,” said
junior forward Stacey Gooden, who
scored a game-high 11 points Tuesday.
“It doesn’t matter whether we lost this
game or the game before that: our
Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American
focus will still be to have [a season]
above .500…and we definitely will EYES ON YOU - Junior guard Devin Reed and the Lady
make that goal come true.”
Broncs want to be the best team in school history.
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Women’s golf commences spring campaign
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
women’s golf team will begin the second
half of its season on Monday, Feb. 28,
taking part in the Mo-morial Invitational
in Bryan.
The Lady Broncs achieved team
victories at two of their four tournaments
during the fall semester, including the
Lady Bronc Classic in Edinburg. Now
UTPA Women’s Golf Coach Barb Odale
believes the team is ready for the spring
tournaments.
“Right now we are trying to
springboard from the fall to the spring.
With the success we had in the fall, we’re
really excited about our first tournament at
Texas A&M,” said Odale, in her sixth
season. “We have actually been on the
waiting list to get into this tournament for
five years, so this is a really big deal. The
girls are really excited, and they’re getting
pumped up.”
According to Odale, the team will be up
against elite competition, and it should be
a good test.
“We will be facing probably the
toughest competition that we’ve ever
faced, so it will give the girls a good gauge
of how they stack up against the country’s
best,” said Odale.
The team has set several goals for the
second half of the season.
“Our goals are to break 295, to win a
couple of tournaments, to get us to be a
regional contender, and to get our rankings

up,” said Odale. “In order for us to get our
rankings up there, we have to play well,
and the girls understand that. We don’t
have any room to play horrible. We don’t
have to play great every round out, but we
cannot play bad. ”
The Lady Broncs coach thinks that a
score of 295 would be another step in the
right direction for the squad. The team has
already broken the 300 mark at the second
round of the Lady Bronc Classic in
November with a program record of 299.
Capping the fall season, the Lady
Broncs nabbed their second consecutive
tournament championship at the UTPA
Bronc Classic on Nov. 9.
“Shooting 295 is not unrealistic, but if
you shoot 295, then you’re the type of
team that other teams will start looking
at,” said Odale. “I explained to the girls
that is really like one more shot
(difference than 299).”
The team has two returning seniors in
Crystal Frazier and Christine Treanor, a
strong junior group, and a local freshman,
Vanessa Paredes of Harlingen. The big
challenge the Lady Broncs hope to
conquer is to make the NCAA Central
Regional Championships in early May. In
order to do that they would have to be
ranked as one of the top 18 teams in the
Central Region. According to Odale,
making the regional championships would
be a major achievement for the squad.
“If we get a berth in the regional
championship, it is similar to our men’s
basketball team getting a berth into the

UTPA Women’s Golf Schedule
02/28/05
03/01/05
03/11/05
03/12/05
03/13/05
03/24/05
03/25/05
03/26/05
04/04/05
04/05/05
05/05/05
05/06/05
05/06/05
05/07/05
05/07/05
05/08/05
05/17/05
05/18/05
05/19/05
05/20/05

Mo-morial Invitational
Mo-morial Invitational
St. Croix Collegiate Classic
St. Croix Collegiate Classic
St. Croix Collegiate Classic
Baylor-Tapatio Spring Shootout
Baylor-Tapatio Spring Shootout
Baylor-Tapatio Spring Shootout
Bobcat Invitational
Bobcat Invitational
NCAA Central Regionals
NCAA Central Regionals
National Minority Golf Champshp.
NCAA Central Regionals
National Minority Golf Champshp.
National Minority Golf Champshp.
NCAA Division I Nationals
NCAA Division I Nationals
NCAA Division I Nationals
NCAA Division I Nationals

Bryan, TX
Bryan, TX
St. Croix,Virgin Isle
St. Croix,Virgin Isle
St. Croix,Virgin Isle
Boerne, TX
Boerne, TX
Boerne, TX
San Marcos, TX
San Marcos, TX
Lubbock, TX
Lubbock, TX
Port St. Lucie, FL
Lubbock, TX
Port St. Lucie, FL
Port St. Lucie, FL
Corvallis, OR
Corvallis, OR
Corvallis, OR
Corvallis, OR

NCAA tournament,” said
Odale.
Nine teams emerge from
each of the three NCAA
Regional Championships and
advance to the Championships
in late May.
After the Bryan meet the
team heads on the trip of a
lifetime, for the St. Croix
Collegiate Classic in the
Virgin Islands, March 11-13.
Odale believes that the golf
team can achieve a lot of
success this spring if members
continue to work hard. The
coach says that she constantly
sees dedication from her
players.
“Even when we don’t have
official practice, they are still
out there working. They go out
on their own, and that’s what it
takes to be successful in golf
and even in any sport,” said
Odale. “It takes a lot of selfmotivation and doing more
than just what the coach asks.
UTPA Athletic Department
All the girls have bought into SAND TRAP - Stefanie Maynard hacks her way out of a
that, so they really want it.”
hazard at a recent UTPA golf practice.

SAAC gains new status
By NICOLE BOYCHUK
Correspondent
The
Student-Athlete
Advisory
Committee,
formerly housed solely within
the athletic department, will
now enjoy the benefits and
rights of being an official
student organization.
Approved for this transition
last month, SAAC will take on
a more active role on campus
this semester.
SAAC is a national
committee created at the 1989
National Collegiate Athletic
Association Convention. The
NCAA mandates that all
member institutions have
SAAC on their respective
campuses. Its purpose is to
give student-athletes a voice in
matters of NCAA legislation
by generating feedback and
listening to student ideas.
“[It] helps student-athletes
communicate their feelings in
regards to what is happening
with their sport or other things
that affect them, “ said
basketball senior Jennifer
Arriola, co-president of SAAC
along with Aaron Castro.
“SAAC is able to help studentathletes work on problems and
get them resolved.”
Castro said the committee

tries to tackle one big issue
within the athletic department
each semester.
While each member school
of the NCAA has SAAC in its
athletic
department
the
decision to transition to being
an official organization is left
up to each school.
There are currently about
180 athletes in the UTPA
athletic department and each
has membership in SAAC.
Each team selects one
representative
and
one
alternate to attend meetings on
their behalf. Twelve NCAA
sports on campus makes for 24
representatives.
The election of an alternate
was implemented this year to
ensure consistent attendance
for each monthly meeting.
“They gain the respect and
trust of their teammates to be
here to represent them,” said
Castro about representatives
on SAAC. “Membership in
SAAC is not restricted to
student-athletes, but only
student-athletes can exercise
voting
rights
in
the
committee.”
SAAC had relied entirely
on donations for funding in the
past, and the transition will
come in handy. Now as an
official student organization,

the group has the right to hold
fundraisers on campus, and
will have its first Feb. 26 in the
UTPA Field House parking lot.
According to organization
officers, the goal of SAAC is
to foster a positive studentathlete image both on campus
and in the community.
“It shows that athletes are
committed to community
service,” said Tish Brewer, an
adviser. “ It will help enhance
the perception of studentathletes.”
Each semester, SAAC
organizes a community
project. Last time, it set a goal
to raise $300 in donations at
basketball game, to benefit the
Rio Grande Valley Ronald
McDonald House. Members
surpassed the goal by more
than $400.
This
semester,
their
community project will be
organizing an Easter egg hunt
for kindergartners of a local
elementary school.
After
achieving
the
significant goal of becoming
an
official
student
organization, members of
SAAC are looking ahead.
“We’re gonna get more
people involved,” Arriola said.
“We’re taking a big step to
make SAAC a tradition.”

